430 Exercise 5

SPECIALIZED TYPES OF STORIES

Sidebars

Use the following information to write’ two separate stories, first a news story reporting the Sen-
ate’s action and then a sidebar based on the interview with the sheriff. Correct all errors.

MAIN STORY

The state Senate today approved a bill overwhelmingly. The bill has already been ap-
proved by the house and now goes to the Governor, who has indicated that she will

sign it. The bill was passed almost unanimously by angry lawmakers who want inmates
housed in jails throughout the state to help pay the costs of their room and board. There
were only 2 votes against the measure in the senate and none against it in the house.

The bill will go into effect next January 1st. It will require persons housed in a jail within
the state to reveal their incomes and, if they can afford it, to pay the entire cost of their
room and board behind bars, or whatever share of the cost they can reasonably afford.
The bill requires the State Department of Offender Rehabilitation to draw up guidelines on
how prisoners will disclose their finances and how much they will be required to pay. The
department will consider a number of relevant variables, such as whether a prisoner must
support a family and devote all his or her income to that family. The idea for the bill arose
a number of months ago when lawmakers touring a state prison were told that some
inmates received Government benefits (mostly Social Security and veterans’ benefits).
The lawmakers were told that some of the prisoners opened bank accounts in the prisons
and that the money they received piled up so they had thousands of dollars accumulated
in the accounts when they were released. A subsequent survey requested by legislative
leaders found 19,000 inmates in the state and that, of that total, 356 received government
payments of some type. The same survey found that the inmates had a total of $8.1 mil-
lion in inmate accounts at state prisons. Prison officials cautioned that the prisoners may
have more money deposited in banks outside the prison system and that it would be dif-
ficult to locate those accounts. To enforce the new bill, lawmakers stipulated that prison-
ers who refuse to disclose their finances cannot be released early on parole. Officials have
not yet determined how much each prisoner will be charged. Lawmakers also noted that
some inmates may have other assets, such as farms, homes, automobiles, and stocks
and bonds, and that those prisoners can also be expected to help defray their prison

expenses.

SIDEBAR

Gus DiCesare is the county sheriff. He has held that position for 11 years. To retain the
position, he must run for re-election every four years. As sheriff, DiCesare is in charge of
the county jail, which has a capacity of 120 inmates, mostly men but also a few women.
Criminals sentenced to terms of less than one year in prison usually are sentenced to

the county facility rather than to a state prison. Despite its capacity of 120 persons, the
county jail usually holds 140 to 150 persons—20 or 30 more than its rated capacity. When
interviewed today about the legislatures approval of the bill in question, DiCesare said:
“Hey, | think its a great idea. Some of these prisoners got more money than I'll ever have.
When we pick them up, they’re driving fancy cars, living in big homes and carrying a thick
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wad of money. Not most of them, but there’re always a few in here, mostly drug deal-
ers. We sentence them to jail as punishment, but it punishes honest taxpayers who pay
to keep them in here—pay for this building, their food, clothes, jailers and all the rest. A
couple of years ago, we calculated that it cost about $75 to keep one prisoner here one
day. Hell, if they can afford it, prisoners should help pay for it all; that could be part of
their punishment. I'll bet our costs are up to nearly $110 a day apiece now, and they’re
still rising. It’d help me too. I’ve got a damned hard problem trying to run this place on the
budget the county gives me. With a little more money, | could improve the food, come up
with more recreational facilities and maybe even try to rehabilitate a few prisoners—bring
in some teachers and counselors and that type of thing. Now, all | really do is keep them
locked behind bars all day, and that’s not going to rehabilitate anyone.”




