COMM 208 – Fall ‘10

Layout and Design for Publications

Benedictine University, Lisle, IL.

“Learn the rules, so you can break the rules.”

Does good page design even matter? To answer that question, I propose another: Have you ever noticed that you can always tell when a page is poorly designed, even if you don’t know how to design a page yourself?

Welcome to COMM 208! We will spend the next semester together in order to answer the two questions above (does design matter and how to do it well.) This will be a hands-on class; you will be working on projects instead of lectures and tests.

We will do more than just learn how to build a page; we will spend a great deal of time talking about good page design. While the focus of the class is toward newspapers, magazines and web design, students should find this class beneficial even if their careers take them into non-media fields.

When the semester is over, you should have at least two portfolio-worthy projects that you could show a potential employer.

Instructor:  Chris Birks (pronounced “Burks”)

Office:
  KN 222

E-mail:
  cbirks@ben.edu

Phone:  (630) 829-6252

Web site:  www.classes.birksland.com

Office hours:  MW 2-5pm


Required material:

Textbook: 

The Newspaper Designer’s Handbook (6th Ed.) by Tim Harrower. 

ISBN: 978-0-07-299669-2

USB Jump drive: 

500 MB or larger 

Journal (5) - 50 points

Project I (Newspaper) - 100 points

Project II (Magazine) - 130 points

Deadline design - 100 points

Application quiz (2) - 50 points total

Web page / Blog - 50 points

Attendance - 20 points

Total = 500 points

A = 450 - 500 points

B = 400 - 449 points

C= 350 - 399 points

D = 300- 349 points

F = 299 and below

(There is no “rounding up” of grades.)

